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Thank you!
Thank you for being open to writing a letter to the editor of your newspaper telling your story! Together, it 
looks like we will be submitting letters in about 10 newspapers all across North Carolina!  

This is a short guide to help get the wheels turning about your letter. Once you have your letter written (or a 
draft) please email it to us so we can proof read it. This is your letter, so we will only offer suggestions!

Marshall Ganz Model for Storytelling
Story of Self, Us, and Now

In this toolkit we focus on the model for storytelling developed by Marshall Ganz, a lecturer in Public Policy 
at the Harvard University John F. Kennedy School of Government. Ganz believes that public narratives allow 
us to share our values and inspire others to action from our own experiences. The following pages on public 
narrative are adapted from Ganz’s “Public Narrative Worksheet,” and adapted from the “Training Manual and 
Campaign Guide 2011-2012” of the Called to Witness Campaign in The United Methodist Church lead by 
Affirmation, Methodist Federation for Social Action, and Reconciling Ministries Network. 

Tips
What is the word (character) limit for your newspaper
It is helpful to know what the limit for a Letter to Editor is for your newspaper. This will help you know just 
how much to say. As you are writing, be mindful of the number of word you have left to use. If you are close 
to the limit, but can’t decide what to cut, reach out to your Advocacy Ambassador for editorial help.

Who is your letter to
As you prepare to write your letter, it can be helpful to think of a specific person to whom you are writing. 
Think of an acquaintance who you know is conflicted about LGBTQ discrimination based on religious belief 
and write as if you are writing to them.

Give yourself a deadline
It is easy for your Letter to the Editor to constantly make it to the bottom of your To-Do List. Give yourself a 
hard deadline of when you want your letter to go back to an Advocacy Ambassador for review. Work toward 
that deadline and ask someone to help keep you on track, you can even ask your Advocacy Ambassador. 

Always ask for help
You are not doing this alone. Do not hesitate to ask for help. We will absolutely help you with the editing 
process, so please contact me if you need assistance!

How to speak from a place of faith
Speak for yourself, not your faith tradition (ex. “As a Christian, I…”). Point to shared faith values (ex. fairness, 
love, being a good neighbor). You don’t need to have a theology degree! Talk about harms the legislation 
might cause.

https://www.hks.harvard.edu/about/faculty-staff-directory/marshall-ganz
http://marshallganz.usmblogs.com/files/2012/08/Public-Narrative-Worksheet-Fall-2013-.pdf
http://rmnetwork.typepad.com/files/training-template-ctw2.ppt
http://www.umaffirm.org
http://www.mfsaweb.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org


Story of Self
Why do you feel compelled to write a letter to the editor about LGBTQ protections? 

What about your faith calls you to write your letter?

Think about…
All of our experiences are stories to be told. These experiences have the potential to shape the world 
around us and to sway those we know to respond one way or the other. A great story has the possibility to 
sway thoughts and change hearts.

As you consider what story you are most passionate about sharing, reflect on these questions as guiding 
posts for your discernment and discovery. What is a moment in your life that you in which you have made 
a difficult decision? Think about the pluses of that decision. What were the deltas, or moments for learning 
and growth? What led you to make the decision the way that you did? Why? What were all of the possible 
choices?

Sometimes our stories are those of celebrations, joys, and deep pride. Other times our stories are full of 
pain, trauma, or failure. Regardless, there is always a shimmer of hope in our stories, otherwise we would 
not be dedicated to changing the world around us. What was the place of hope for you? Focusing on your 
moment of hope, motivates others to see their own experiences within yours. It helps others to tap into the 
values you share and can help them envision how your story would play out in their own context. 

Write the answers to these questions:
 •   When did you first know you wanted to be a Presbyterian? Why?

 •   Why are you a More Light Presbyterian?

 •   When did you first know you needed to speak up about LGBTQ protections?

 •   When did you feel you had to take action for LGBTQ equality?

 •   Why did you feel you could? What were the circumstances?

 •   Who in your life taught you the importance of loving your neighbor? Or not judging?



Story of Us
What is our shared experience, values, and challenge? Who are we together? What 

are we called to do? What are the things to turn your words into actions?

Think about…
What values do you have as a North Carolinian? as a Presbyterian? as a person of faith? How have these 
vales impacted the way you live your life? What is a specific example? Is there something that has 
happened in your community recently where you have seen these values in action? What are the premier 
values you will focus on? When have you seen these values in practice? Using all of your senses, describe 
that experience.

Write the answers to these questions:
 •   What values motivate you to be Presbyterian? a person of Faith? a North Carolinian?

 •   What values define what it means to be Presbyterian? a person of faith? a North Carolinian?

 •   How do you understand the challenge facing the church today? facing North Carolina?

 •   What common values of being United Methodist do you want to draw upon in crafting the Story  
     of Us?

 •   What examples can you draw upon from concrete shared experiences that convey or  
     demonstrate those values?

Think back…
 •   What connects this to your story of self? 

 •   What are the obvious values at the root of each experience?



Story of Now
What is the hope that drives you to do this work? What is the challenge you were 
faced with? What choices did you make? What was the outcome of your choices?

Think about…
What values do you have as a North Carolinian? as a Presbyterian? as a person of faith? How have these 
vales impacted the way you live your life? What is a specific example? Is there something that has 
happened in your community recently where you have seen these values in action? What are the premier 
values you will focus on? When have you seen these values in practice? Using all of your senses, describe 
that experience.

Write the answers to these questions:
 •   What values motivate you to be Presbyterian? a person of Faith? a North Carolinian?

 

 •   What values define what it means to be Presbyterian? a person of faith? a North Carolinian?

 

 •   What gives you hope for the church? for North Carolina? 

 •   Why must we take action now?

 

 •   What examples can you draw upon from concrete shared experiences that convey or  
     demonstrate those values?

Think back…
 •   What connects this to your story of self? story of us?

 •   What are the obvious values at the root of each experience?



Story of Self
Write your Story of Self. Focus on what you remember. Review your notes only 
if you need to refresh your memory.  

Story of Us
Write your Story of Us. Focus on what you remember. Review your notes 
only if you need to refresh your memory.  

Story of Now
Write your Story of Us. Focus on what you remember. Review your notes 
only if you need to refresh your memory.  



Example
My name is Alex McNeill. I am a North Carolina native, a non-profit 
executive, a future Presbyterian pastor and a transgender man. 

Growing up, my church taught me two important lessons: to love my 
neighbor as I loved myself, and that God loves me unconditionally. 
I was proud to live in a state that seemed to live by those virtues. I 
thought everyone was treated with dignity and respect, that this was 
the North Carolina way. However my understanding changed once I 
saw how gay and transgender people were treated in our state.

In college, my then girlfriend and I sought an apartment off-campus 
and were denied housing by an apartment manager who told us she 
was “allergic to us.” The apartment manager’s statement was a not-so-
veiled way of saying she didn’t want to rent an apartment to a LGBT 
couple. Unfortunately there was, and still is little to no recourse. We 
knew then, what is still true now,  the legal system doesn’t protect us 
as lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender  people. We felt like we had 
nowhere to turn after experiencing these actions. So instead, after col-
lege, my girlfriend and I, both raised in North Carolina, turned away and 
moved out of North Carolina to live in a place that had legal protections 
for LGBT people.

In the ten years since I left North Carolina, I have completed my Mas-
ters of Divinity, I am in the process for ordination to ministry in the 
Presbyterian Church, and have transitioned my gender from female to 
male. My gender transition further convinced me that “nothing in life or 
in death can separate us from the love of God.” My preparation for the 
ministry has further convinced me that discrimination is not a Christian 
value. Jesus never turned anyone away who sought his company. Under 
what Christian virtue shall we turn people away seeking access to the 
bathroom, housing, or hospital care?

I urge the General Assembly to not only repeal House Bill 142, in its 
entirety, but I also urge the General Assembly to allow LGBT North Car-
olinians the ability to access services and the restroom without fear of 
attack or discrimination. I urge the General Assembly to uphold a vision 
for the state of NC where we are firmly committed to ensuring all God’s 
children are truly welcome.

A child of North Carolina, 

Alex Patchin McNeill  
Executive Director, More Light Presbyterians

Story of Now:
Invites others to take action!

Story of Us:
Invites the reader to think about 
your shared values and mutual 
connection.

Story of Self:
Shares about personal 
experience and is something 
people can relate to. 



Example
I’m a queer, latino, United Methodist, and North Carolina is my home. 

I have been fortunate to never experience explicit discrimination when 
shopping, dining, or riding on public transportation. However many of 
my friends have. Hearing about their experiences shape how I show 
up in the world. I am often afraid of what could happen to me and my 
boyfriend holding hands at diner or while shopping. I fear that we could 
be asked to leave, be refused service in front of my family and friends,  
or worse, someone could cause us physical harm. Unfortunately, over 
the past year, the state of North Carolina politics has been assaulted 
by a state legislature that has been creating laws that would embolden 
people to discriminate against me and my family.

Our state legislature feels emboldened by a small, but loud voice of 
Christians claiming religious authority. Throughout Christ’s teachings in 
the Gospel, we are called to love our neighbor. It is my firm belief that 
loving our neighbor: providing for the hungry and thirsty, welcoming the 
stranger, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned is where 
we join in communion with Christ. A recent study by PRRI, nonprofit, 
nonpartisan organization dedicated to conducting independent 
research at the intersection of religion, culture, and public policy, 
reports that more than 50% of North Carolinians oppose “allowing a 
small business owners to refuse to provide products or services to gay 
or lesbian people, if doing so violates their religious belief.” This is the 
value of the Christian majority in North Carolina. 

As a cradle United Methodist, I grew up learning about my church’s 
history of calling for justice, especially in the public square! 
Discrimination is not a Christian value or a North Carolina value. Our 
state legislature is using the guise of the Christian faith as a tool to 
discriminate. It’s time eliminate discrimination in our state.

Please protect me and my communities by working to eliminate 
discrimination in our state. Call your legislators and ask them what they 
are doing to eliminate discrimination in North Carolina!

Sincerely, 

Joseph G. Lopez

Story of Now:
Invites others to take action!

Story of Us:
Invites the reader to think about 
your shared values and mutual 
connection. 

Story of Self:
Shares about personal 
experience and is something 
people can relate to. 


