
MLP’s Vision 
As more people have come to see that LGBTQ 
people are part of God’s creation and rightly 
belong within the church, it has become clear 
that our ministry is about more than just 
attainment of polity gains or welcoming 
statements from churches. MLP’s work is about 
pointing towards a particular way of operating in 
Christian communities with God’s abundance at 
the center of all we do and who we are.


What's next for More Light 
For the next stage in More Light 
Presbyterians’ ministry, More Light will serve 
as a capacity-building organization to help 
congregations and peer/partner organizations 
to deepen their welcome to LGBTQ people 
within their churches and in their wider 
communities.  

MLP’s support will help congregations develop 
the leadership, skills, knowledge and capacity 
they need to move along the developmental 
pathway. MLP will also help congregations 
network, advance best practices, and form 
larger movements in order to develop the 
power to advocate for LGBTQ change.  In 
addition, MLP will build the capacity of religious 
organizations to incorporate a LGBTQ lens to 
their work and will partner with secular LGBTQ 
organizations to mobilize people of faith for the 
work of justice. Ultimately, helping our MLP 
churches strengthen their welcome will impact 
their ability to attract a diverse membership and 
grow as a thriving congregation and serve as a 
model within the PC(USA). 

Join with More Light! 
Becoming A More Light Member 

Individuals can join More Light to receive 
resources for their congregations, stay 
connected to a national movement, and 
strengthen their witness for LGBTQ abundant 
inclusion. Join with us on our website mlp.org or 
on Facebook. 


Becoming a More Light Church  

To officially become a More Light Church the 
Session must vote in favor of membership. We 
highly recommend a period of discernment and 
discussion about how your church wants to live 
out LGBTQ inclusion. Resources can be found 
on our website. We recommend the Building an 
Inclusive Church toolkit and training to help get 
you started.Contact us at info@mlp.org if you 
have any questions about the process or next 
steps. 

Love Abundantly. 
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Faith in Action 
Living into a theology of God’s abundance requires 
that faith communities are actively engaged in social 
justice work at the local, national, and global levels. 
Ideally, faith communities that are seeking to live out 
a theology of God’s abundance undertake 
integrated ministries that see the intersections of 
LGBTQ people’s lives in all of their missional work. 
For example, if a congregation is working with a 
homeless population, a More Light Church brings an 
awareness of the needs and challenges of being a 
homeless LGBTQ person. Our Networking Groups 
and Ambassador Programs are designed to 
empower and equip congregations and individuals 
to live out their sacred call to faith in action. 

Background  
More Light Presbyterians traces its history through 
two distinct pathways, the earliest is through a sign 
held up at a Presbyterian General Assembly in 1974 
by the Rev. David Sindt “is anyone else out there 
gay?” That sign led to the formation of 
Presbyterians for Gay Concerns, which later 
became Presbyterians for Lesbian and Gay 
Concerns. The second is after the 1978 
Presbyterian ruling that openly LGBTQ people 
could join and participate in Presbyterian churches, 
but not serve in official leadership of the church. 
Several Presbyterian churches took issue with this 
ruling and declared themselves to be “More Light” 
Churches because there was “yet more light to 
shine forth on the scriptures” on, at the time, 
homosexuality.  Years later, the two groups merged 
to form More Light Presbyterians as a non-profit 
organization in 1992. 


Following the achievement of two significant 
barriers to LGBTQ inclusion in the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., many congregations and 
individuals have been wondering "what's next in 
the work to follow God's call for welcome of all 
God's beloved children. More Light underwent a 
discernment process in 2015 and have emerged 
with a renewed theological understanding of our 
call in the world, and an offering of a way our 
congregations and individuals can best live into it. 
The next stage of our ministry requires our 
congregations to discern where their gifts and 
passions best fit their wider communities' unique 
needs. More Light seeks to aid in that discernment 
as well as create new connections with partner 
churches through our new signature programs: 
More Light Ambassadors and Networking Groups. 

MLP’s Theory of Change  

Following God’s abundance, More Light believes that 
members and churches live into this understanding of 
God through a developmental journey which begins 
with a deepening understanding of a theology of 
God’s abundance, which then extends into the 
organization, leadership and practices of our faith 
communities and spiritual practice of faith in action. 

Leadership and Welcoming Faith Communities 

Individuals within a faith community become more 
open to education and increased understanding of 
culturally diverse identities, particularly lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer and gender queer folks. 
This creates increased willingness to welcome 
culturally diverse identities and ultimately accept the 
myriad diversity of each one of us.

Theology of Abundance 
More Light Presbyterians is working for a world 
where all believers strive to live into God’s holy 
abundance. God is more immense than we can 
imagine. We are called to confront God’s holy 
abundance with awe and wonder. We are abundant 
because our Creator is abundant. By not limiting our 
understanding of who God is, we refuse to limit who 
God loves and welcomes into community. 


