
A Statement of Faith by The National Religious Leadership Roundtable: 
 
 
Inclusion of LGBT Families in Immigration Reform 
 
 
As religious leaders representing multiple faiths and perspectives across this country, we share 
the common conviction that requiring same-gender, bi-national couples to choose between their 
love for America and their love for each other is unfair.  
 
Loving, same-gender couples are our congregants, friends, and community leaders. Like all of 
us, they are created in the image of God and should be protected as equals by the law.  
 
We urge our nation’s lawmakers and representatives to provide protections for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) families in all immigration bills by including the principles of 
LGBT equality represented in the Uniting American Families Act (UAFA). 
   
People of faith across America are standing up for immigration reform that provides us, our 
neighbors and our loved ones with a roadmap to citizenship.  Excluding certain families from 
this roadmap to citizenship, just because they happen to be headed by same-gender couples, is 
immoral and goes against our most sacred American values that grant everyone a just and equal 
chance to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  
  
Today, millions of families in our great nation live in fear of separation, unable to fully live out 
their God-given gifts. Current immigration laws are tearing families apart and creating dangerous 
underground economies that hurt the economy and hurt people, providing no basic worker-safety 
regulations for new American immigrants. LGBT families are particularly vulnerable to abuse. 
We must put an end to the tearing apart of families in our neighborhoods and houses of worship. 
 
We support President Obama’s call for immigration legislation that “treats same-sex families as 
families by giving U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents the ability to seek a visa on the 
basis of a permanent relationship with a same-sex partner” and will not rest until this fair-minded 
vision becomes the law of our great land. 
 

 


