
LIVING INTO GOD’S 
ABUNDANCE 
More Light Presbyterians National Conference 

Greetings from Alex McNeill, MLP Executive Director  

Welcome!  Thank  you  for  joining  us  at  the  More  Light 
National Conference! We are so excited you are here. It has 
been an amazing two years since I  joined you as MLP’s 
executive director. I am so grateful for the countless ways 
you have worked towards this day in our denomination 
and country.    

The number one question I’ve  received since I  began is, 
“what  happens  to  the  work  for  LGBTQ  inclusion  after 
marriage  equality  is  achieved  within  the  Presbyterian 
Church?”  I  am  grateful  for  this  question  because  it 
demonstrates the excitement and hunger to continue to be 
a light in the world for LGBTQ people. 

This conference will provide the opportunity to discuss the new ways in which More 
Light will support congregations as they expand their welcome for LGBTQ folks. Our 
workshops  feature  concrete  steps  your  congregation  can  take  to  expand  its 
understanding and practice  of  radical  inclusion.   Our  goal  for  this  weekend is  to 
explore together, and experience how we and our congregations can more fully live 
into  the  welcome for  LGBTQ folks  that  we proclaim.   The  conference  theme is  a 
“Living Into God’s Abundance” as a way to envision a hope beyond what we can 
already see.  I’m so glad we are here to vision that hope together.  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WELCOME



Greetings from Rev. Robin White and Annanda Barclay 
MLP Board Co-Moderators  

Dear, MLP family and friends: we are so glad you are here! 
On behalf of the National Board of Directors, we welcome 
you to the More Light  National  Conference.  During our 
time together, we hope you celebrate alongside us for the 
passing  of  marriage  in  our  beloved  denomination  and 
country. God is indeed doing a new thing! We are excited 
for the opportunities this conference offers. We hope it will 
be  a  space  for  you  to  strengthen  old,  and  create  new 
relationships with one another. Our workshops, worship, 

and space for fellowship is an intentional representation of 
how MLP is answering The Spirit’s call.

The National More Light Presbyterians Board is grateful for 
the hospitality of our host, Central Presbyterian church, in 
Louisville for the fantastic planning and support provided 
to  us  for  this  conference.  We  are  also  thankful  for  the 
dedicated  work  that  all  of  our  conference  speakers  and 
guests  have  made  to  make  this  amazing  and  historic 

conference possible. Just as important, we are thankful to all of our guests who have 
traveled from near and far, and have found ways to attend. 

Again, our cups are overflowing with joy that you are here. We hope this space will 
excite you for the ministry of More Light Presbyterians. We also hope this space is 
food for the soul, so that you will be emboldened in your call to continue the work of 
helping to make God’s welcoming abundance known in the church and in the world.  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Join the conversation by sharing your photos and 
comments with us on facebook, twitter, or instagram 

tagged with #abundantinclusion



LIVING INTO GOD’S  
ABUNDANCE 

Friday, September 18
2:00pm - 5:30pm Registration Open (Kentucky St. Lobby)

5:30pm - 6:45pm Table Fellowship: Dinner (Community Room)

7:00pm - 8:30pm Opening Worship Celebration (Sanctuary)  
Alex McNeill Preaching

8:30pm - 10:00pm Celebrating Marriage in the PC and USA (Chapel)

Saturday, September 19
7:45am - 8:45am AA Meeting available (Choir Room)

8:30am - 3:00pm Registration Open (Kentucky St. Lobby)

9:00am - 10:30am Morning Worship (Sanctuary)  
Derrick McQueen Preaching

10:30am - 11:00am Coffee Break (Chapel)

11:00am - 12:30pm Plenary: A Queer Church Beyond Inclusion, 
Visioning the future of the LGBTQ movement 
(Sanctuary)

12:30pm - 1:30pm Table Fellowship: Lunch (Community Room)
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SCHEDULE



Saturday, September 19 (continued)
1:30pm - 3:00pm Engage: Foundations for Living Into God’s Abundance

• Gracious Conversations When We Disagree: Why & How (Forum Room)
• Queer Theology in Praxis (Choir Room)
• Supporting and Calling LGBTQ Pastors After 10A (Child Care Room)
• Becoming a More Light Church (Youth Room)

3:00pm - 3:30pm Break 

3:30pm - 5:00pm Engage: Living into God’s Abundance in Practice
• Working with LGBTQ Youth (Child Care Room)
• Courageous Visibility in Our Movement Moment (Forum Room)
• Enacting Intersectional Justice by De-centering Whiteness (Choir Room)

5:15pm - 5:45pm What’s Next for More Light?  (Sanctuary)
National Business Meeting (all are welcome!)

6:00pm - 7:00pm Table Fellowship: Dinner (Community Room)

7:30pm - 8:30pm Sung Evening Prayer (Sanctuary)
Led by Patrick Evans 

Sunday, September 20
9:15am  - 10:30am Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
10:30am - 10:50am Coffee and Conversation at Central (Chapel) 
11:00am - 12:30pm Closing Worship: Stories from the Movement 

(Sanctuary)
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LIVING INTO GOD’S  
ABUNDANCE 

Event: Celebrating Marriage in the PC and USA 
Friday @ 8:30pm - 10:30pm (Chapel)

Following the  Friday night  worship  service,  we will  are  hosting  a  celebration for 
marriage equality in the PC and USA! We will be joined by some of the plaintiffs of 
the Supreme Court case from Kentucky! The celebration will have a live band, Mundo 
Brew, accompanied by wedding cake, and punch.

Event: Visit the PC(USA) Mobile Book Store
Friday @ 2:00pm - 7:00pm, Saturday @ 9:00am - 7:30pm (Archives Room)
There is a PC(USA) bookstore selling books curated for this conference on topics from 
sexuality,  race,  theology and living our faith in action.  It  is  located in back of  the 
chapel  and  will  be  open  throughout  the  conference,  except  during  plenaries, 
workshops, and worship. It offers better discounts than those big online retailers and 
accepts cash, check, or credit cards. David Maxwell, a member of this church and an 
editor at Westminster John Knox Press is staffing the store. Feel free to ask him any 
questions during the event.

Plenary: A Queer Church Beyond Inclusion: 
    Visioning the future of the LGBTQ movement

Saturday @ 11:00am - 12:30pm (Sanctuary)
Led by: Alex McNeill, John Russell Stanger, and Robyn Henderson-Espinoza  

We are at a pivotal point within the LGBTQ faith movement; an opportunity to vision 
a hope beyond what we can already see to imagine a church beyond inclusion. This 
plenary will  create  space  for  a  collaborative  process  to  explore  and cultivate  new 
visions for what our welcoming church movement can become. We can't dream this 
movement without you. Join the twitter chat at #abundantinclusion. 
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WORKSHOPS & EVENTS



Workshop: Gracious Conversations When We Disagree     
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Forum Room)
Led by: Janet Edwards, Brian Ellison, and Kathleen Campisano

While PC(USA) policy change for LGBT inclusion is complete, we know there are still 
many Presbyterians who disagree us and many LGBT people still in harm’s way in 
our churches. Gracious conversation with those who hold views different from ours is 
the proven means of touching contrary minds and hearts. This workshop will inspire 
us  to  seek  out  these  conversations  and  equip  us  for  them.  By  them,  we  build 
relationships that help make the church the Beloved Community we so yearn for.

Workshop: Queer Theology Practicum
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Choir Room)
Led by: Eric Thomas and Robyn Henderson-Espinoza 

Queer Theology, often seen in the welcoming church movement that invites all into 
the church, has also been important in reframing the ways we talk about theology, our 
relationship with the Divine, and the ways we understand ourselves in community.  
This is often demonstrated in new liturgies that privilege rituals around chosen names 
for Trans* folks, commitment ceremonies or marriages, adoption, parenting children 
within a queer context, and different ways of worshipping that are not hetero centric.  
This workshop is designed to broaden the discussion around queer theology, and help 
us all  lean into practicing a more queer church and embracing a togetherness that 
produces radical social change.

Workshop: Supporting and Calling LGBTQ Pastors After 10A
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Child Care Room)
Led by: John Russell Stanger 

For four years, Presbyterian polity has allowed LGBTQ pastors to be called to serve 
openly. But few congregations have called these pastors and committees are still ill-
equipped to support them. For a decade Parity has served this community and over 
the  last  year  we  undertook  an  ambitious  project  to  survey,  record,  and share  the 
nuanced  experiences  LGBTQ  folks  deal  with  as  they  navigate  the  process  of 
ordination and being called as pastors. We'll share what we discovered, covering the 
topics of being used, the closet, our hopes and joys, and more through direct quotes 
and common themes. Now is the time to equip yourself and your congregation to live 
into the new era our more inclusive ordination standards allow!
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Workshop: Becoming a More Light Church
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Youth Room)
Led by: Jeananne Stine and Annanda Barclay

Is your church, student group, presbytery or synod ready to become an MLP church 
or chapter? Come see what the More Light excitement is all about.  This workshop is 
designed to be an informative and story sharing workshop meant to help all  who 
attend discern the value of becoming a MLP church. We will also discuss the process 
to become More Light, and how to navigate the process in your own congregation. We 
will share our stories of where we are in the process, and what is going on in the 
denomination, and in the country that makes being an MLP chapter an important way 
to participate in God’s mission in the world. 

Workshop: Working with LGBTQ Youth
Saturday @ 3:30pm - 5:00pm (Child Care Room)
Led by: Jessica Rathburn-Cook

This interactive workshop will offer participants the opportunity to discuss the ways 
in which we can effectively minister to LGBTQ+ youth. Recognizing that traditional 
language  employed  within  the  church  can  be  off-putting,  or  even  triggering  for 
LGBTQ youth, we are faced with the challenge of creatively defining sacred space. 
This  challenge often takes  us  beyond the  walls  of  the  church into  secular  spaces, 
giving  us  a  vision  of  the  ways  in  which  we  are  continually  being  reformed. 
Conversation will focus on a practical approach to ministry among LGBTQ+ youth. 
Acknowledging that we often learn best when part of a community, come ready to 
listen and to share your successes, short-comings, fears, and goals.

Workshop: Courageous Visibility in Our Movement Moment
Saturday @ 3:30pm - 5:00pm (Forum Room)
Led by: Kathleen Campisano

Let’s  show off  our  welcoming  ways  in  our  congregations  and faith  communities. 
Learn and share what holds us back from putting ourselves out there! The impact of 
our silence is deafening: more religious exemption legislation happens in more states, 
judgements about who isn’t welcoming in different faith and spiritual traditions go 
unchecked, and, the old faith refrain of “God versus Gays” too often plays loud and 
strong in the media. Let’s be bold and curious and change this faith narrative!
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Workshop: Enacting Intersectional Justice by De-centering Whiteness
Saturday @ 3:30pm - 5:00pm (Choir Room)
Led by: Robyn Henderson-Espinoza and Jay Yoder

We  will  be  addressing  what  it  means  to  displace  whiteness  and  build  authentic 
relationships across intersections that have the potential to enact radical social change. 
We will ask questions like: How do we disrupt and resist Empire together? How do 
we check our own privileged assumptions? How do we create brave spaces where we 
can speak into a space with the tools we have, trust that we can and will let each other 
know when those tools are not enough or not working, and be ready and willing to be 
held  accountable?  This  session  is  not  about  zenophobia,  but  it  is  about  resisting 
imperialism; this session is not just about addressing white privilege, but it is about 
resisting the logic of white supremacy; this session is not about class discrimination, it 
is about resisting capitalism; this session is not about addressing heterosexism, it is 
about resisting hetero-patriachry.

Event: What’s Next for More Light? National Business Meeting
Saturday @ 5:15pm - 5:45pm (Sanctuary)
Led by: MLP Board and Staff 

Every year More Light members gather to elect the incoming class of board nominees, 
reflect on the past year, and hear about MLP’s future. This year our meeting will also 
offer a preview of what’s to come as we live into God’s abundance as an organization. 
Whether you’re a More Light member or a new friend you are welcome to join us (we 
promise it won’t be boring)!
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LIVING INTO GOD’S  
ABUNDANCE 

Annanda Barclay 
Workshop: Becoming a More Light Church
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Youth Room)
Annanda  Barclay  in  the  ordination  process  under  the  care  of 
Mission  Presbytery.  She  obtained  her  M.Div.  at  Austin 
Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary.   Annanda  is  a  member  of 
Central Presbyterian Church in Austin, TX.  She is a 2012 Fund 
for Theological Education Ministry Fellow.  Currently Annanda, 
is continuing pastoral formation as a part-time student chaplain 
at a local area hospital.  She believes the Church is not a silo, but 

is called to actively advocate for the welfare of all God’s creation.  She serves and works with 
various  groups  to  strategically  advocate  for  intersectional  justice,  love  and  kindness.  
Annanda, her partner M, and their two dogs reside in Chicago, IL.

Rev. Shawna Bowman
Worship Leader 
Shawna Bowman loves to wrestle with God at the intersection of 
creativity,  spirituality,  queer  theology  and  pastoral  care.  She 
pastors  a  quirky  and  radically  gracious  community  called 
Friendship Presbyterian Church that meets in the Norwood Park 
Metra Station in Chicago IL. Shawna works with churches, faith 
communities and not-for-profit organizations to help them tell 
their story and agitate for justice through the visual arts. She also 

paints, builds and invites others to encounter God through art-making during worship and 
events.  Shawna  is  passionate  about  empowering  others  to  integrate  visual-arts  in  their 
spiritual and worshiping life. She teaches workshops and leads retreats in order to provides 
space  for  artists  to  integrate  their  spiritual  and  creative  selves  as  well  as  learn  how  to 
incorporate the arts in their congregation and faith communities. You can find Shawna's work 
and  words  at  artforgodsake.com  and  her  sermons  and  lectionary  reflections  at 
shawnabowman.com. Her church is also on the web at fpcchicago.org.
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHYS



Kathleen Campisano 
Workshop: Gracious Conversations When We Disagree
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Forum Room)
Workshop: Courageous Visibility in Our Movement 
Moment
Saturday @ 3:30pm - 5:00pm (Forum Room) 
Kathleen Campisano is  the  is  the  Faith  and States  Organizing 
Manager at the National LGBTQ Task Force, based in Washington 
DC.  Her  interests  are  curiosity,  the  south,  trackin’  my  white 

privilege, unpackin’ trans & homo phobias is all of who I am. Organizing process passions 
include building relationships across lines of race, faith, age, economics, sexuality; having 
hard conversations,curiosity, and getting people to ask for help. “I’m working like crazy for 
liberation  for  everybody.”   Mentored  by  some  outstanding  white  anti-racist  activists, 
“standing with,” following and supporting leaders of color is her through line. Faith activists, 
our time is NOW!

Rev. Janet Edwards 
Workshop: Gracious Conversations When We Disagree
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Forum Room)
Rev.  Janet  Edwards,  Ph.D.  has  been  a  Teaching  Elder  in 
Pittsburgh, PA for 37 years. In her conservative presbytery, she 
has long experience in gracious conversation with those who 
disagree with her,  particularly in connection with being tried 
twice  by  the  presbytery  Permanent  Judicial  Commission  for 
violating Scripture when she presided at the wedding of two 
women in 2005. She has served on the More Light board and is a 

trainer for the National LGBTQ Taskforce’s Building an Inclusive Church program.
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Rev. Brian Ellison 
Workshop: Gracious Conversations When We Disagree
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Forum Room)
Brian Ellison has served as Executive Director of the Covenant 
Network  since  2012,  providing  overall  strategic  leadership  in 
implementing the organization’s mission. Previously, he served 
as  pastor  of  Parkville  Presbyterian  Church  (near  Kansas  City, 
Missouri)  for  13  years.  Brian  has  actively  served  the  General 
Assembly as a director of the Board of Pensions, a member of the 
Committee  on  the  Office  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  as 
moderator  of  both  the  Committee  on  Mission  Responsibility 

Through Investment  and the  Stated Clerk Review/Nomination 
Committee.  He  has  also  served  as  Stated  Clerk  and  as  moderator  of  the  Committee  on 
Ministry, Committee on Preparation for Ministry and the Permanent Judicial Commission in 
Heartland Presbytery. He is parish associate at Village Presbyterian Church in Prairie Village, 
Kansas. A graduate of Harvard University and Princeton Theological Seminary, Brian also is 
an adjunct  instructor  in  homiletics,  a  host/contributor  at  NPR affiliate  KCUR-FM, and a 
freelance writer. He and his partner, Troy Lillebo, live in Kansas City.

Patrick Evans 
Worship Leader 
Patrick Evans is a native of Birmingham who returned home 
after 27 years away to join the UAB Department of Music 
Faculty as Professor and Chair in July of 2015. He was Associate 
Professor in the Practice of Sacred Music at the Yale University 
Institute of Sacred Music and was Director of Music for the daily 
ecumenical worship in Marquand Chapel at Yale Divinity 
School. He was chair of the voice area and director of the opera 
program at the University of Delaware, where he was a tenured 
Associate Professor from 1994-2004. As an administrator, he 

served as Director of Admission for the School of Music at DePauw University, and as 
Interim Executive Director for More Light Presbyterians, a national non-profit working for 
justice for LGBTQ people in the Presbyterian Church (USA).
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Dr. Robyn Henderson-Espinoza 
Workshop: Queer Theology Practicum
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Choir Room)
Workshop: Enacting Intersectional Justice by De-centering
Whiteness
Saturday @ 3:30pm - 5:00pm (Choir Room)
Robyn Henderson-Espinoza, PhD, Director of Communications, 
is a queer Latin@ who negotiates layers of agnosticism as their 
faith orientation.  Believing that the ways of Jesus are tangible 
ways  of  enacting  radical  social  change,  Robyn  strategically 

deploys theologies and ethics of radical difference to disrupt the hegemonic structures that 
reproduce  multi-system  oppressions.   As  an  anti-oppression,  anti-racist,  Trans*gressive 
genderqueer, Robyn takes seriously their call as an activist theologian and ethicist to bridge 
together  theories  and  practices  that  result  in  communities  responding  to  pressing  social 
concerns..   With  a  Ph.D.  from the  University  of  Denver,  Robyn  also  holds  a  Mater’s  of 
Theological  Studies  from  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  Evanston,  IL,  and  a 
Bachelor’s degree from Hardin-Simmons University.  Robyn currently resides in Northern 
California and is Visiting Professor of Ethics at The Pacific School of Religion.

Alex Patchin McNeill 
Worship Leader
Preaching Friday Opening Worship (Sanctuary)
Plenary: Queer Church Beyond Inclusion
Saturday 11:00am - 12:30pm (Sanctuary)
Alex Patchin McNeill is the first openly transgender person to 
head a mainline Protestant organization, and a candidate for 
ministry  in  the  Presbytery  of  Western  North  Carolina.  He 
played key roles organizing faith communities for the passage 
of Amendment 10A in the PC(USA), and for marriage equality 
legislation in Maryland. His journey to ordination is currently 

being chronicled in the documentary, Out of Order. Alex holds a Master’s of Divinity from 
Harvard Divinity School, and a Bachelor’s degree from the University of North Carolina – 
Chapel Hill.  He currently resides just outside of Washington, DC with his wife and three 
dogs.
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Derrick McQueen 
Worship Leader
Preaching, Saturday Morning Worship (Sanctuary)
Derrick McQueen is a Ph. D. Candidate in Homiletics and 
New Testament at Union Theological Seminary in the City of 
New York. He entered the Ph. D. program after completing 
his M. Div. with a focus on Theology and the Arts, also at 
Union. He earned his B.A. in Theatre Arts at Drew University 
in 1987. Within the Presbyterian denomination he worked on 
the successful campaign for LGBTQ inclusion in church life 
while  serving on the  boards of  Presbyterian Welcome and 

That All May Freely Serve.  He is currently serving as the Moderator Elect of the Presbytery 
of New York City where he is a candidate for ordination in the Presbyterian Church USA. 
Currently he the Assistant Director of Community Partnerships for the Center on African 
American  Research,  Sexual  Politics  and  Social  Justice  (CARSS)  at  Columbia  University.  
Derrick has worked as a  community activist,  social  worker and is  currently an Arts  and 
Culture Poverty Scholar with the Poverty Initiative/Kairos at Union.

Jessica Rathburn-Cook 
Workshop: Working with LGBTQ Youth
Saturday @ 3:30pm - 5:00pm (Child Care Room)
Jessica  Rathbun-Cook  is  a  candidate  for  ministry  in  the 
PC(USA) and is the Youth Programs Director at ROSMY, an 
organization  in  Richmond,  VA,  serving  LGBTQ+  youth.  A 
native of East Texas, Jessica has a Master of Fine Arts from the 
University  of  North  Texas  and  a  Master  of  Divinity  from 
Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond.
Jessica has been on staff as the Youth Programs Director since 
2013, after serving as ROSMY’s first seminary intern, while in 

their final year at UPSem. As the only organization of its kind in Central Virginia, ROSMY’s 
approach  to  youth  programming  is  pretty  straightforward:  create  a  space  where  young 
people can safely articulate who they are, give them the opportunity to explore that identity, 
and celebrate  the  diversity  of  personalities  that  make a  community unique.  Jessica  loves 
writing liturgy, participating in the sacraments, and thinking about sacred space. They are 
drawn to conversations about the gap between the “queer” world and the “church” world 
(including why that gap exists),  and are deeply invested in ways we might create spaces 
where  those  worlds  overlap.  This  spring,  Jessica  had the  opportunity  to  talk  about  both 
ROSMY and the PC(USA) at TEDxRVA.
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Rev. John Russell Stanger  
Plenary: Queer Church Beyond Inclusion Visioning the 
future of the LGBTQ movement
Saturday 11:00am - 12:30pm (Sanctuary)
Workshop: Supporting and Calling LGBTQ Pastors After 
10A
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Child Care Room)
Rev. John Russell Stanger is a pastor, public speaker, writer 
and advocate for the gifts of LGBTQ Christians in the life of 

the Church. He currently serves as the Executive Director of Parity, working to create a world 
where gender and sexual identity are not barriers for living the lives we are called to by God. 
Under his leadership, Parity became the first mainline protestant LGBTQ rights organization 
to transition from a focus on denominational policy to engagement with the broader culture. 
As one of the youngest leaders of a faith-based LGBTQ rights organization, he has pioneered 
programs for youth in New York City and expanded Parity’s Emerging Pastors retreat. Rev. 
Stanger brings a pastoral approach to non-profit leadership that derives from his experience 
working in many different cultural contexts ranging from his upbringing on a Texas cattle 
ranch  to  a  year  in  rural  India  with  the  Presbyterian  Church’s  Young  Adult  Volunteer 
Program.  Out  of  Order,  an  upcoming  feature-length  documentary  of  LGBTQ  leaders 
challenging anti-LGBTQ discrimination in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), features him and 
his family’s story as he continues to fight within his own denomination for transformative 
inclusivity. He also serves on the board of the Queer Detainee Empowerment Project and 
holds  a  Master  of  Divinity  from  Austin  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary,  where  upon 
graduation he was awarded the prestigious Pile Morgan Fellowship.

Jeananne Stine 
Workshop: Becoming a More Light Church
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Youth Room)
Jeananne Stine has been involved in the movement to create a 
fully welcoming PCUSA for the past decade. Her work began in 
the Baltimore Presbytery and from there she attended her first 
General Assembly in 2008 as an Overture Advocate to change 
the words in the Directory of Worship regarding marriage from 
man and woman to two people. She served as an OA at the next 
two GA’s and was thrilled to be a witness to see this dream 

realized in Detroit in 2014. She worked as a regional coordinator 
to help secure the votes for Amendment 14F and has served on the MLP Board for the past 
five years. She is a retired school counselor and a lifelong Presbyterian.
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Eric Thomas 
Workshop: Queer Theology Practicum
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Choir Room)
Eric Thomas is the director for Christian Education at First 
Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, NY and a Candidate for 
Ministry under care of the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta. He 
served as a Theological Student Advisory Delegate (TSAD) 
for the 219th General Assembly in Minneapolis, and is a 
board member of More Light Presbyterians.  He is a graduate 
of the Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary at the 
Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) where he 

earned Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in Church Music degrees.   He is attending 
Drew University in pursuit of a PhD in New Testament and Cultural Studies.  Prior to 
pursuing his call to ministry, Eric worked in marketing and community engagement 
positions at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, Lincoln Center, and the National Black Arts 
Festival.   Eric is the proud uncle of two nephews Jayden and Devin and a niece, Nia.

Jay Yoder
Workshop: Queer Theology Practicum
Saturday @ 1:30pm - 3:00pm (Choir Room)
Workshop: Enacting Intersectional Justice by De-
centering
Saturday @ 3:30pm - 5:00pm (Choir Room)
Jay Yoder is a social justice, undoing oppression, nonviolence, 
queer feminist community organizer/activist, educator, 
currently as the Communications & Engagement Director for 
Christian Peacemaker Teams. Jennifer’s previous roles include 
Victim Services Coordinator for the Ohio Alliance to End 
Sexual Violence and Field Director for the Universal Health 
Care Action Network in Columbus, OH. In 2008 Jennifer co-

founded Pink Menno, a movement for LGBTQIA2S welcome and liberation in Mennonite 
Church USA. Jennifer is currently based in Pittsburgh, PA.
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